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The definition of forward is “strongly
inclined, ready, moving ahead so as
to make progress toward a successful
conclusion.” We don’t have to have it all
figured out to move forward; we just need
to take the next step.
Danish philosopher and theologian, Soren
Keirkegaard says that “life can only be
understood backwards, but it must be
lived forwards”. Forward is our only option,
everything else in its static state is dying or
already dead. At Papsda we have seen God
move us forward in and through hundreds of
leaders and volunteers over several decades in
powerful ways. Only God can move like that and
He does because there is no other option.
Isaiah 58 challenges us (the church) to stop
pretending by looking or behaving a certain
way, by showing off humility or parading our
knowledge. He says what He wants is for us
get up off our couches and “break the chains
of injustice, free the oppressed, cancel debts,
share your food, give shelter and clothes to
those in need, quit blaming and gossiping, and
help those in trouble” because when we do
THEN our lives will turn around and HE WILL
LEAD US FORWARD. “I will restore you and give
you a full life in the emptiest of places. You will
use the old rubble of past lives to build anew
and rebuild the foundations from out of your
past. You’ll be known as those who can fix
—1—

anything and make the community liveable
again”.
When we are the kind of church that God
calls us to be, when we put others ahead
of ourselves, when we lean on Him, call on
Him and be led by Him then He will lead us
FORWARD. He will be with us, He will go ahead
of us and He will protect us from behind.
What creates momentum, energy and drive is
when we come together, put our differences
aside and move forward at God’s call. Because
our church is made up of individuals, it will be
friendly and inclusive if I am; it will do a great
work if I serve; it will make generous gifts if I
am generous; it will bring people to Jesus if I
journey with them; it will be a church of loyalty,
hope, faith and love if I am filled with these
things. We have to ask ourselves the question,
“Am I being all that I want this church to be?”
Jess wrote a spoken word last week and in it
was this line, “when a person stands up it’s
a moment, but when a group stands up it’s
a movement”. When we work together with
God we become a movement, an army, an
unstoppable force.
Abraham Maslow, an American psychologist
best known for creating Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs said, “In any given moment we have two
options, to step forward into growth or to step
back into safety”. Which will you choose?

BY KARYN NEWSON

CHRISTMAS PRAISE 2017

It will be hard to forget the Christmas Praise
that started with the announcement, “This
is not a drill, please evacuate the building,”
and was carried out with such efficiency that
we were commended by the Fire Service.
Once the all clear was given, we were back
inside and were inspired by the nativity story
told in a new and creative way.

AROUND PAPSDA

Late last year we farewelled the Hurlow
Family. Norman, Liz, Noah and Ava are
settling in well at Gateway Community
Church in Cooranbong, NSW. Norman says
he misses Papsda very much but has been
so warmly welcomed by his new church
family. Also in December, many of our young
people made decisions to be baptised.

—2—

360 CONNECT CAMP 2018

The theme was chosen. The purpose was
connection. Read about the 360 Connect
Camp at Lake Ohakuri on Page 8.
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WHEN OBSTACLES CAME,
THE LORD CONQUERED
Three years ago Isaiah 58 created a small amount of
healthy discomfort—not only for Papsda as a local church
but for the cluster of local Adventist church pastors that
meet together to encourage and support each other in
united ministry here in South Auckland. If the presence of
Adventist churches were to disappear from South Auckland would anybody even notice? The cry of the passage
is to:

Free those who are wrongly imprisoned;
lighten the burden of those who work for
you.
Let the oppressed go free,
and remove the chains that bind people.
Share your food with the hungry,
and give shelter to the homeless.
Give clothes to those who need them,
and do not hide from relatives who need
your help.

of obstacles. And obstacles there were… Eleven days before the event, the car park
where we set up camp for the day was no longer on offer. Then there was prayer (lots
of it) and the space was returned to us—not just the space we had in the past, but
more space, better space, His space. Complications and roadblocks had been sifted
and sorted, and just as those ones were ticked off the list, more leapt on. What next?
More prayers, more conversations—from cans, to sausages to volunteer availability,
from weather forecasts, to artists, to needing more marquees. Prayers were answered in practical ways. So we pause now and say “Yes, You are here. You did lead
us forward and You did protect us from behind.”

And to you, Papsda:
You are an army of warriors and ministers.
You feed the hungry.
You lighten the burden.
You remove the chains.
May Isaiah 58 continue its transforming work within us.
BY KEIRA BULLOCK

GENEROSITY REPORT
REPORT FOR FEB 2018
This message began to take root. Moving with conviction
and energy from being an ideal and aspiration—to a
mandate and instruction—to a very real action point that
at that time, translated to “feed the hungry.” Never did we
imagine three years later it would become a movement
that claimed physical territory in the heart of Clendon and
fed not only people’s stomachs, but their spirits as well.
You see, when our heartbeat syncs up to a God rhythm,
then He begins to move in bass-line-notes of the promises
He has been singing over us from the very beginning.

“Then your salvation will come like the
dawn,
and your wounds will quickly heal.
Your godliness will lead you forward,
and the glory of the Lord will protect you
from behind.

Your giving supports the ministries Papsda operates and we
thank our regular givers for supporting all these activities.
Donations to Papsda are all tax-deductible and we send out annual receipts in
April for the previous financial year, where generally a third of the donation may
be claimed as a rebate. The donations in February were all slightly less than the
budgeted amounts.
FEBRUARY 2018

BUDGETED

RECEIVED

OVER/UNDER

Papsda Ministries

$12,500.00

$ 11,028.90

$1,471.10 under

Papsda Staff Fund

$10,500.00

$9,231.00

$1,269.00 under

Tithe

$45,000.00

$35,732.84

$9,267.16 under

“Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure,
a generous helping, poured into your hands—all that you can hold. The
measure you use for others is the one that God will use for you.” Luke 6:38
FEBRUARY'S GIVING
$50,000
$40,000
$30,000

Then when you call, the Lord will answer.
‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply.
When the sun dawned on Sabbath March 10, salvation was
already ours. We just woke up again and stepped into it
with confidence, because we did so with the knowledge
that God had already been leading and clearing the path

$20,000
$10,000
$Papsda Ministries

Papsda Staff Fund
Budgeted
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Received

Tithe

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED

After 8 years of dating, Brittany Ah-Young
& Jarreau Newport tied the knot on
Monday, 5 February 2018 before family and
friends in Hamilton. Proud sets of parents
include Norman & Lucie Newport,
Graeme & Arrianna Mathieson and
Fitu & Sue Ah-Young. Congratulations to
the happy couple who honeymooned in
tropical Hawaii!

NEW BABY BOY

Congrats to Ben Solomona & Jordan
Tipene on the birth of their baby boy on 13
December 2017. Rylea Matteo arrived at
9:00am weighing 8lb 11oz and measuring a
tall 56cm long.

IN A HURRY, EDEN?

There was no time to get settled in to
any delivery room for Leah & Richard
Wolfgramm because their second baby girl,
Eden Leiola Wolfgramm, was not wasting
any time making an appearance on Friday,
22 December 2017 at 2:32am. Weighing in at
8lb 10oz, Eden is the apple of her big sister
Moriah’s eye. Congratulations family!

WELCOME BABY MJ

Congratulations to EJ Rex & Filavai
Molia-Fraser on the birth of their first baby,
Michael-John Molia-Fraser Rex. Baby
MJ arrived on 19 February 2018 at 3:27am
weighing 7lb 8oz.

GORGEOUS BEACH WEDDING

Massive congrats to Denver Lawson &
Emma Li who tied the knot on Sunday,
4 March in a relaxed and breathtaking
beach setting at Wenderholm, just north of
Auckland. The weather was perfect.

THE GOLDEN COUPLE

David & Audrey Harvey were married
on the 21st of December 1967, and in
January this year celebrated with a 50th
wedding anniversary shindig attended by
friends and family from all over the world.
Congratulations David & Audrey—you’re
an inspiration to us all, not only in your
commitment to one another, but your
tireless dedication to this faith community.

FAMILY NEWS

BABY NUMBER FIVE!

Massive congratulations to MJ Vries &
Dennis Ngapera on the birth of their
second boy, Mikara Rees Ngapera, who
arrived safely in the wee hours of 7 January
2018, weighing 8lb 13oz. A baby brother for
Ava, Tara, Janah & Nikau.

AND JAKE MAKES THREE

Sharleen & Dwight Mischefski welcomed
their third baby, Jake Honnor Mischefski,
into the world on Wednesday 28 February
2018. Jake weighed in at 3.2 kilograms and
measured 51cm. He is adored by big siblings
Cole & Laura, and of course his grandies,
Paul & Val Honnor.

“There was once a place I called a church. Filled with criminals, underdogs and outcasts. But in this
list was not the last, it was a fast expansion in which the blessed met the broken, the insecure and
the outspoken, the audible and the deaf, those alive, those dead. And they loved each other with actions
because words were unnecessary. And they chose to give this love away but it still remained, no matter how much they gave. And so this
church we renamed a community, to show that as much as we fall, we choose to stand back up, as constantly as we lose we choose to gain
and as deep as we sink, we choose to rise again”.

SARAH RYAN, 2014
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EPIC FAMILY ADVENTURE

17 February dawned clear and bright, and
after one week’s postponement due to
inclement weather, the Totara Park family
event went ahead with many families
gathering to connect, play games and build
friendships. If you have kids aged 0-12 you
are welcome to join us on our next EPIC
Family Adventure.

360 FORMAL · WONDERLAND

17 December 2017 was the formal dinner
and awards ceremony for our high schoolers
and youth, plus their leaders, mentors
and friends. The award for “360 Person
of the Year 2017” was awarded to Jess
Newson. This award recognises someone
who has epitomised what 360 stands for.
They unselfishly give of their time to 360
ministries and show this through their
involvement and commitment.
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iCAN58 2018

Photos from the Family Fun Day in Clendon
on 10 March 2018, organised by the
combined Adventist churches and schools
in South Auckland.
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REMEMBER
“THAT” PERSON
We started the way we begin every 360 Connect
Camp. With arms wrapped around shoulders and
a sense of anticipation and excitement in the
air, we all stood in a circle huddled in the teen
room asking for God to be with us—and He didn’t
disappoint.
On Friday Night, 16 February we arrived at our
destination as the last bit of sun was sinking
behind the hills that surround beautiful Lake
Ohakuri. We all quickly unpacked and settled into
our tents.
Before I knew it we were into our first activity of
the weekend. For many weeks I had been looking
forward to what Miah and his crew were putting
together for the activities and knowing him, I
wasn’t surprised that the first challenge was a
physical one! With three members of each team
sharing the challenge of completing 100 pushups and teammates cheering them on, I knew we
were in for an epic weekend. Over the next day,

accomplished tasks. And after a long day of slipping and sliding, fist-pumping and high-fiving, sunscreening and tan-lining we were blessed to have Karyn Newson share a powerful
message with us.
On Sunday it was all about the boats! Richard Newson and Andrew Greenfield spent the day
zipping up and down the lake giving our young people an amazing experience wake-boarding, water skiing and biscuiting. I remember it was my turn to go on the biscuit. I had two
other boys with me and I knew it was a first for one of them. I could see his nerves start to
show as he began to grip tightly on the handles. I assured him it would be a blast, and it was,
and by the end of the ride, he had managed to stay on more than I did.
the activities were planned with the intention of
creating a space for each individual to excel in
what their strengths were as well as to step out
of their comfort zone and try something new.
With challenge after challenge and objective after
objective, I could feel each team growing closer.
‘Connection’ was happening at its best. Team
leaders were hyping their teams up. Team chants
were echoing throughout the campsite. Shouts of
cheer and affirmation were heard as individuals

LOOKING AHEAD

We wrapped up the weekend with a gathering. Some powerful words were shared by Miah
and Richard that sum up why we do Connect Camp.
“That person who helped you get back up … that person who helped you carry that 40kg boxing bag up the hill … that person that had your back and kept encouraging you … remember
them … They are the friends you need through life.”
With arms wrapped around shoulders and a weekend of memories, we all stood huddled in a
circle, thanking God for being with us.
I would like to congratulate the Tighty Whites for winning the Connect Camp Cup! I would also
like to express a huge thanks to our camp staff, cooks, volunteers and leaders for a tremendous weekend!

BY WILLIAM WOLFGRAMM
14-29

School Holidays

13 May

Mother’s Day

14 Apr

Connections 12:30pm

18-20

Revelation Event

17 Mar

EPIC Adventure (Onehunga)

16-22

360 Crazy Love Tour (Kaitaia)

26 May

Connections 12:30pm

22 Mar

Abundance | Men’s Event 6:00pm

25 Apr

ANZAC Day (Public Holiday)

26 May

South Africa Fundraiser

23-25

Extreme Connect Camp (Hunua)

28 Apr

Connections 12:30pm

1 Jun

360 Lit 7:30pm

24 Mar

Connections 12:30pm

4 May

360 Lit 7:30pm

3 Jun

EPIC Church 11:00am

30 Mar

Production: The Passion 7:30pm

4 May

Praise Hymn 7:30pm

8-9

Contagious Christian Course

31 Mar

Production: The Passion 11:00am

5 May

30th Anniversary Celebrations

13 Jun

Sixties Plus Lunch

1 Apr

Daylight Savings Ends

5 May

Connections 12:30pm

16 Jun

EPIC Church 11:00am

2 Apr

Easter Monday (Public Holiday)

6 May

Trail Buster (Duder) 9:00am

16 Jun

All In Volunteer Lunch 12:30pm

6 Apr

360 Lit 7:30pm

6 May

EPIC Sports Commences 10:00am

23 Jun

Connections 12:30pm

7 Apr

All In Volunteer Lunch 12:30pm

9 May

Sixties Plus Outing (Tiritiri Island)

5 Jul

South Africa Mission Trip
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