WINTER IS COMING
I was going to write as glowing a vision cast for community as
I could. A vision cast with aspirational words, inspiring words,
motivational words. Then I’d back up those awesome words
with Bible texts particularly from the book of Acts. Then I’d inject
some testimonials to finish off the article.
That is until 3 hours ago! That was when Hemi walked into my office
from sleeping in between the containers at the back of the church
building. Hemi was well-spoken. He wasn’t high on drugs. As we
sat down to chat, I drew in a deep breath, preparing myself for the
attempted scam that was surely about to assail me. But Hemi simply
began to weep. I’ll never forget his simple request, which was “Bro, can
you help me?”
What I heard was “Papsda, can you help me?”
I believe that we can and we will! There’s been enough words. We know
what the Bible says. When this faith community takes on Isaiah 58 as its
guiding light, that tells me that we can and we will.
When we decide to move towards a budget that reflects an 80%
weighting towards community engagement, that tells me we can and
we will.
When our community team helps a few people find jobs and become
debt-free, and formulate a wrap-around service to be proud of, then I
believe we can do this for many more people.
When I see the way that we pastorally care for people in our Papsda
community, it tells me that we are ready to invite people into it.
When you, the people that make up the Papsda community, come up to
me and basically beg me for opportunities to work in and engage with
our community then I believe we can do even more, and we will.
When I see us opening our homes to take in young people who don’t
have a home; when I see our people caring for widows and solo parents;
when you support struggling families financially and communally; when
our Papsda people who live in the same suburb form themselves into a
support group for the needy; when our board votes to turn our hall into
a one-night-a-week marae this winter for vulnerable people and families
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and when we approach other Christian churches in Papatoetoe to do
the same on different nights of the week, that tells me that our hearts
are open and ready.
You see, I don’t believe we need to be motivated toward the mission of
Isaiah 58 because we are already doing it! All that remains is for more of
us to engage, and I have no doubt that will happen.
Back to Hemi. It turns out that he also has a partner sleeping out by
our containers. I ask him to go and get her so he does. She calls herself
Nature. She’s been rough-sleeping for many years. They both long for a
warm home they can call their own. “One day,” they say.
I ask them what it’s like sleeping rough. They both say it’s okay, but
they’re getting worried, because winter is coming.
We phone Hemi’s mum who lives on Waiheke Island. She says they can
come over for a few days so we get into the Papsda community van and
head off towards the viaduct.
While we’re driving, Nature asks me “Father,” (she thinks we’re Catholic),
“how can I see God?” Tough question. I thought for a while and then
replied with a question. “Has anyone ever shown you kindness?”
“Yes” she replied. “You are right now.”
“Well,” I said, “it’s not really me, it’s God. You can see God whenever you
see kindness.”
“Wow” she said.
A wise man once said “Rather than thinking ourselves into new ways of
living, we need to live ourselves into new ways of thinking.”
Which is exactly what is happening in our community ministry. We really
are learning about community engagement as we go. There are lots of
new initiatives and community partnerships being talked about and
being formed. We’re not 100% sure which ones God will lead us into. We
are 100% sure about two things though:
1.
2.

Our community needs Papsda like never before and
WINTER IS COMING. Let’s do this!
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