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Luke 10:33-37
“But a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw him,
he felt deep pity. Kneeling beside him the Samaritan soothed
his wounds with medicine and bandaged them. Then he put the
man on his donkey and walked along beside him till they came
to an inn, where he nursed him through the night. The next day
he handed the innkeeper two twenty-dollar bills and told him to
take care of the man. ‘If his bill runs higher than that,’ he said,
‘I’ll pay the difference the next time I am here.’ “Now which
of these three would you say was a neighbour to the bandits’
victim?” The man replied, “The one who showed him some pity.”
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”
He saw...
He felt deep pity...
He knelt to be at his level...
He soothed...
He provided...
He bandaged...
He transported...
He walked beside...
He provided shelter...
He nursed him through the night...

“Engaging the
community the way
we are is messy,
inconvenient and
expensive. But it’s
what we believe God
is asking us to do, so
we’ve stepped into
this space by faith.”

And he paid...
I would love to think that this would be our template for engaging the
community that we find ourselves in. As I reflect on what he did and
I look at those descriptions, those actions, not one of them is easy,
convenient or cheap. Quite the opposite! Engaging the community
the way we are is messy, inconvenient and expensive. But it’s what we
believe God is asking us to do, so we’ve stepped into this space by faith.
I’m excited about the work Richard Newson is doing. He is creating a full

wrap-around service we call Papsda Life where anyone we come across
who is in need can be offered assistance.
I love how we saw a need and couldn’t help but do something. Are we
doing exactly the right thing? I’m not sure yet, we’re just navigating as
we go and listening to lots of advice, but we are doing something, which
in my book, is better than doing nothing!
When we see the vulnerable come through our doors, those of us who
are there genuinely feel deep compassion for these people. Our hearts
go out to them. This applies to people who come to us through our CAP
Debt Centre, through our counselling service, through our emergency
food bank, through our community gyms (Solid and ShedX) and through
our pastoral care ministry.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you who volunteer in our
community ministries.
To those of you whose names are on the volunteer roster for our
Thursday night shelter; thank you for serving tirelessly in the kitchen;
for making up our bed packs; for serving breakfast; for preparing and
packing all the linen for laundering; for having conversations with the
people who find shelter in our facility—we appreciate you.

To those of you who support our CAP families both financially and
pastorally—thank you.
To those of you who visit our sick and suffering in hospitals, in
retirement villages, in hospices—thank you.
To those of you who serve in our community gyms, whether it be
running exercise programmes, sharing life-changing stories, praying
with people at the end of a workout, or sitting empathetically with
someone who is going through a stormy season—thank you.
To those of you who have been referring your friends and family to
our counselling service—thank you for trusting us with your loved
ones.
Lastly, I’d like to make a special mention of a group of incredible
community warriors known as the Maori Wardens. The Wardens are
becoming like family to us. They supervise our Thursday night shelter,
but they do so much more than what they are supposed to. It is a
pleasure to work with an organisation that genuinely cares about
vulnerable people. But what I am excited about the most is that when
they come into our space they feel loved ... by us! A regular remark by
the Wardens is that they feel the Spirit in our space more than they
have ever felt it anywhere else. Thomas, the Head Warden, made the
comment that whenever they work in the community, they always
look after the outside; they are never invited inside. They said that we
are the first organisation that has invited them inside!
Thank you Papsda for fostering a spirit of inclusiveness that other
organisations can feel as soon as they come onto our premises.
May God continue to lead us as we continue to press into the
community we’ve been placed in.
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