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As we come to the end of another year, we get 
the awesome privilege to look back, to celebrate 
and to understand, so we can know how to best 
move forward. 2018 has been a year we have 
focussed our energies on moving forward and 
I am so incredibly proud of how we have done 
that.

Around this place, we saw the birth of our 
Connections ministry, the re-birth of our 
worship ministry and the re-launch of our 
Sixties Plus ministry into The Friendship Group 
where every person of every age is welcome. 

We’ve seen so many people who have stepped 
forward into God’s call over their life and it has 
grown and impacted them in powerful ways. 

We’ve seen more families than ever involved 
in EPIC Sports and we’ve seen awesome 
connections at our EPIC Family Adventures and 
Camp.

360 experienced their first Trail Buster Obstacle, 
raising more than $7,500 for three amazing 
charities, and this year saw our incredible young 
people bring another life-changing production 
to life and in so doing, their lives were also 
changed.

We ran our very first Easter production on Easter 
weekend where record numbers attended. 
We also had record attendance at our annual 
Man Camp and at Venus which is run for young 
women.

iCAN58 was bigger than ever and God 
performed miracle after miracle to move us 
further forward into the beautiful community of 
Clendon.

Our team moved forward to wrap up a 10-year 
partnership with Khomelela Community Centre 
in South Africa and again, the life-change and 

impact made was awe-inspiring.

Papsda opened its doors for the very first time 
as a marae and became a shelter to many 
homeless and vulnerable people over the winter 
months and now community dining is growing 
each week and more and more connections are 
being made in and through this community.

Our community team have also made further 
headway. They have provided practical support 
and help to more people than ever before 
and developed more partnerships with more 
organisations in order to help more people.

Papsda, we are moving forward with more hope, 
more intentionality, more presence and more 
love; and in and through it all we have seen 
more of our incredibly awesome God.

At the beginning of 2018 God, through Isaiah 58, 
challenged us to get off our couches and, “break 
the chains of injustice, free the oppressed, 
cancel debts, share our food, give shelter and 
clothes to those in need, quit blaming and 
gossiping and help those in trouble because 
when we do our lives will turn around and HE 
WILL LEAD US FORWARD. He will restore and 
give us a full life in the emptiest of places. He’ll 
use the old rubble of past lives to build a-new, 
rebuild the foundations from our past. We’ll be 
known as those who can fix anything and make 
the community liveable again”.

THANK YOU Papsda, for doing your part to 
honour God’s calling over each one of us to 
restore and reconcile as we have moved further 
forward into His Kingdom.

May we continue to be led by His Spirit as we 
impact our community together in 2019.

BY KARYN NEWSON
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So I’ve been reading a lot about meals. The significance of them. The 
significance of every aspect of a meal.

the way the table is set, 
who is invited,
where people sit, 
how the table is arranged...

Together with the food, the way a meal is set up gives insight into how 
we see ourselves; how we see our social world. Sharing meals and how 
that is done can often communicate an entire life philosophy, even a 
political view, and also gives a sense to the value we place on deep 
authentic friendships.

If eating together can be used as a metaphor as to how we want to do 
our Papsda faith community together, then how we go about setting the 
table for 2019 is vital. It’s critical!

The way we would love to set the table for 2019 is by inviting you 
to IN.SYNC: Papsda Camp 2019! IN.SYNC is for EVERYONE!

IN.SYNC: It’s more than just being in the same physical space. IN.SYNC 
is about a rhythm; it’s about a flow. Being IN.SYNC means staying in the 
WE. Not you, not me, but WE. IN.SYNC is about breathing life and joy into 
each other at every opportunity!

All the details are below. The most important aspect of our camp is that 
you commit to be there!

• If you have plans, please consider changing them.
• If you think you can’t afford it, talk to us. There are many ways 

around this and we will not let you miss out simply because of 

finances.
• If you are apprehensive about camping, it’s not real camping unless 

you want to bring a tent! There’s lots of flash options.
• If you feel distant from our faith community, and are apprehensive 

about reconnecting, please talk to us. Let us share our heart with 
you about how we believe God is calling us to become better, and 
more together.

It will be an amazing time where we come together to seek a relationally 
authentic path forward for all of us. We want to pull together a planning 
team that includes you, our valued Papsda attenders. If you are keen to 
be part of our planning team, please call, e-mail or txt Karl Saifoloi (021 
872 311) or Tracey Ryan (021 739 756).

But most importantly—PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!

Details:

• In the spirit of IN.SYNC we will be incorporating both EPIC & 360 
Connect Camps.

• Prices including accommodation, food and activities cost from $75 
to $200.

• Accommodation options include tenting, caravans, dorms, cabins, 
and motels.

• Brochures with full details are available at Guest Central, in the 
brochure racks, and online at www.papsda.co.nz

• A Saturday-only day trip option for our seniors is being organised. 
Watch this space!

• Inspired to help someone get to camp? Talk to us if you are able to 
offer sponsorship.

BY KARL SAIFOLOI

SETTING THE TABLE FOR TWENTY-NINETEEN
We’ve been listening to a lot of you individually about what you feel is important to our faith community. What do you wish for? What do you long for? 
And the unsolicited, resounding response has been ‘togetherness’. You need us to feel like family. You want our relationships to be authentic. You want 
to go deeper than just the cursory Sabbath morning, “Hello how are you?” and cursory response, “Yeah, I’m great thanks”.

E info@papsda.co.nz       * www.papsda.co.nz       f papsda       I papsdachurch       t papsda       ( (09) 278 7786

22-24 MARCH 2019
TUI RIDGE PARK, ROTORUA
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11AM, Saturday, 1 December 2018 
Mary Did You Know?

11AM, Saturday, 8 December 2018 
O Holy Night

11AM, Saturday, 15 December 2018 
O Come Let Us Adore Him

11AM, Saturday, 22 December 2018 
Christmas Praise: Emmanuel, God With Us

The beloved mixtape was very popular 
in the 80’s and 90’s as a way of putting 
all of your favourite songs together 
on a cassette tape or CD. Often the 
songs had been ‘remixed’ or ‘reworked’ 
to bring a new sound, a new feel, and 
a new perspective. This December, 
we are remixing the Christmas story 
through our favourite Christmas songs, 
so we will hear a new sound, engage 
in a new feeling and open our eyes to 
a new perspective this Christmas. Join 
us and invite your family and friends 
along for the entire month of December 
as we sing our way through the most 
celebrated event in the world—the birth 
of Emmanuel; God With Us.

JOIN US THIS 
FESTIVE SEASON

INVITATION POSTCARDS ARE AT GUEST CENTRAL
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When Louisa Wall (Member of Parliament for Manurewa) emailed me to 
see if Papsda could help provide a winter shelter for vulnerable people, 
we started walking down a path we’ve never been down before. Often 
it was as if we could barely see just a few feet in front of us. But as you 
know, God provided hugely and miraculously with what we needed in 
order to answer the cry for help from our community. 

As it always does, winter came to an end and we were left wondering 
what we ought to do, because once you serve in this way, it’s very hard 
to stop. And once again, the answer came from our community via 
a meeting we had with the city council a few months earlier. At that 
meeting the expressed need was for vulnerable families and vulnerable 
people to have a place where they could get at least one decent meal 
a week. And so on the last Thursday of Winter we closed our homeless 
shelter, and on the first Thursday of Spring, we commenced Papsda’s 
Community Dining!

Once again we found ourselves walking down a path we’ve never been 
down before. We needed sponsors for food, we needed people to lead, 
we needed volunteers, we needed rosters, we needed administration 
around this. And once again, God provided. 

We have a standard meal rotation:

 1) Cottage pie and salad with dessert 
 2) Haystacks with dessert 
 3) Burgers with dessert

And every meal is accompanied by Mr Wolfgramm’s delicious home 
made buns!

Lyn Rule and Denver Lawson lead the project and are supported by a 
different Life Group each week. The buzz in the kitchen on a Thursday 

evening is fantastic—it’s simply a great place to be!

I love the picture of community portrayed for us in Acts 2. When I read 
it, I think about what we are doing at Papsda in general, how we are 
becoming more hungry for togetherness and more willing to engage in 
authentic relationships with each other. I think Papsda’s Community 
Dining is a reflection of ‘us’ and what we are becoming.

“Day by day continuing with 
one mind in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to 
house, they were taking their 
meals together with gladness 
and sincerity of heart.” 

Acts 2:46
I’m convinced that the more a faith community looks like what we 
read about in these last few verses of Acts 2, the more meaningful and 
effective that faith community becomes. And I invite you to think for a 
minute about how the ‘why, how and what’ looked like for, “taking their 
meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,” and how we may 
be starting to reflect the very same picture, right here at Papsda!

STAY HUNGRY
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ACTS 2 PAPSDA COMMUNITY DINING

WHY

People found something and someone new to believe 
in. They were discovering that they didn’t have 
to settle for injustice and oppression. Their needs 
were being met collectively. And there’s nothing as 
symbolic of collective needs being met than sharing 
meals together!

We are surrounded by people who need something 
better to believe in. Many people in our community 
have settled for a life of drudgery because they have 
lost hope. Having an environment where Papsda 
people, who are full of hope, can engage with the 
reality of life just outside our doors is what Community 
Dining is all about. They need us. AND WE NEED THEM!

HOW

They loved sharing meals together. Clearly, there 
was some organising and leadership in order to do 
this type of community well. There must have been 
leaders and volunteers and people who were willing 
to share resources. Those who had more than others 
shared what they had.

When you walk into Papsda’s Community Dining 
on a Thursday night, you can feel the JOY! We love 
sharing meals together. Thanks to Lyn Rule and Denver 
Lawson, we have volunteer leaders. And thanks to 
the amazing Mr Wolfgramm and our awesome Life 
Groups, we have a wider group of lots of enthusiastic 
volunteers. We have a ‘pay what you can afford’ 
approach and so people pay for themselves and put in 
a little extra for others.

WHAT
They met regularly. It’s as if they built their lives 
around the gathering, not the other way around! The 
topics of discussion would have been as varied as the 
many walks of life from which these people came. And 
they encouraged each other relentlessly! 

Our dream for Papsda’s Community Dining is that 
people, families, our vulnerable whānau, will see this 
environment as a safe place to share the realities of life 
and to leave feeling encouraged—and fed!

So....

Let’s stay hungry for service to our community
Let’s stay hungry for encouraging each other
Let’s stay hungry for unity

Let’s stay hungry for authentic relationships
Let’s stay hungry for togetherness

BY KARL SAIFOLOI
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AROUND PAPSDA
Photos as you captured them from around 

Papsda and our local community.

360 PRODUCTION 2018
Dozens of young people spent many weeks 
writing, editing, scripting, and rehearsing... 
and the results were astounding. Here are 

the photos from “FOUND” a story of the lost 
becoming found. Full album on Facebook.
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VENUS 2018
50 young women attended “Unbreakable” 
on 22 September—an event for girls only.
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BECOME A 
FRIEND OF 360
Christmas is a time to reflect and remember the 
greatest gift of all, it’s a symbolic day we use to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. It’s a time to spend 
with friends and family thinking about what you 
have done and what you want to do moving 
forward.

2018 has been an amazing year for our 360 
team. We have had ups and downs but are 
looking forward to all the exciting adventures 
that 2019 can bring us. This year we were able 
to host 60 young people at our annual Connect 
Camp where they got to have fun and connect 
with one another. We also ran a service trip 
to Kaitaia which included running a Holiday 
Programme for 50 children where we got to 
share a great message with them and make a 
real positive impact in their community. In 2018 
we also got to debut the original production 
“Found” which shared a powerful story which 
we unfortunately see played out all too often 
in our local community. The production also 
provided an opportunity for young people to 
express themselves in the creative arts and 
develop new skill sets and confidence.

To continue running all the programmes we do 
to help build strong resilient leaders WE NEED 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU to continue your generous 
donations to our programmes. We recently 
relaunched our FRIENDS OF 360 programme 
where members are giving $5-$100 a month to 
enable the continued success of our work. To 
provide access for a young person to attend 
our 360 Connect Camp at the start of the year, 
costs $100 and over the years donations from 
generous people like yourself have helped to 
enable many young people to attend these 
camps that they otherwise would have missed 
out on due to financial hardship. Our Annual 
young ladies conference VENUS provides a 
huge service and empowers our young women 
to be strong and love themselves. To help 
Sponsor a young lady to attend only costs $20 
but you will be making a difference for life. 
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CONNECT CAMP
$100 to sponsor a young person  

to attend Connect Camp

EPIC SPORTS
$10 a month to sponsor a child to  
attend EPIC Sports for one term

HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
$1,200 can sponsor a Holiday Programme 

to 50 kids in a community on a Service Trip 
($100 a month)

360 CONFERENCE
$25 to sponsor a young person to  
attend one of 360’s conferences  
(Ripple, Intersexions, or Venus)

CAMP + CONFERENCE
$10 a month can sponsor a young person  

to attend a camp and a conference

SPONSOR CHOICE:

◼    Connect Camp 
$100 ◼    Holiday Programme 

$100/month ◼    EPIC Sports 
$10/month ◼    Camp + Conference 

$10/month ◼    360 Conference 
$25

◼    I would like to become a FO360 and donate $___________ a month.

◼    I could like to make a one-off donation of $___________ today.

Title ◼Mr  ◼Mrs ◼Ms ◼Miss ◼Dr

Name

Address

Suburb     City  Postcode

Email     Phone

Card Number    Expiry Date  CVC

Name on Card     Signature
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The atmosphere at Trail Buster Obstacle 
2018 was electrifying! Trail Buster has 
always been a trail event but this year we 
took a leap of faith, introducing a new style 
of Trail Buster and boy was it thrilling. 
‘Obstacle’ is a Cross-fit styled event 
where teams of up to five people (both 
competitive and social) bring together their 
physical, mental and emotional strength 
to race against the clock and other teams. 
Held in our very own backyard at ShedX, 
we had a total of 15 teams amped and 
ready to go.

The day consisted of a variety of challenges. 
The first challenge was a true test of upper 
body strength. The goal: smash out as many 
metres on the rowing machine as possible 
while the rest of the team pumped out as many 
chin-ups as they could all within an 8-minute 
time-frame. Every challenge after that followed 
the same time-frame but put different qualities 
to the test such as synchronicity, agility, speed, 
endurance, and strength. What we enjoyed 
seeing as the day progressed was how every 
team worked tremendously hard and literally 
put their bodies on the line to do their best.

But what we loved the most about Trail Buster 
Obstacle was the way in which everyone 
supported and encouraged each other. 
Yes, it was competitive for some teams but 
whether you were there to support the cause 
or whether you were there to go hard out, 
everyone cheered for everyone. Regardless of 
the fact that we (and we’re sure everyone who 
participated) woke up several days later with 
aches in areas of the body we didn’t even know 
existed, it was all worth it because at the end 
of the day we were able to raise $7,500 to go 
towards a ministry that is making a difference 
in the lives of many young people in South 
Auckland.

We’d like to thank all our volunteers who made 
the event possible as well as our awesome 
sponsors: Sanitarium Health & Wellbeing, 
Frooze Balls, South Auckland SDA School, 
ShedX, and 360 Community Trust. Also, a 
special thanks to everyone for sponsoring and 
supporting our event, we wouldn’t be able 
to continue working without your support! 
For more information about what we will be 
doing going forward and pictures from the day 
please visit www.360.org.nz or www.facebook.
com/360CommunityTrust

We can’t wait to have you join us at next year’s 
event!

BY STEVEN RYAN  
& WILLIAM WOLFGRAMM
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STANDING TALL
If you’ve ever stood next to Samson Aruwa, 
you’ll know he’s someone to look up to. His 
talents in basketball and shot put won 
him the Prime Minister’s Scholarship 
High Performance Sports Award. 
The Prime Minister’s Sport Scholarship 
programme is a government initiative 
that enables emerging and talented New 
Zealand sports people to concurrently 
pursue tertiary study or professional 
development while striving for sporting 
excellence. Samson’s award was presented 
on 13 September 2018. Congratulations 
Samson!

ENGAGED AT LAST
Congratulations to Nicholas Mailau & Jess 
Williams! It feels like these two have been 
dating for decades so it was very exciting 
to hear Nick finally popped the question on 
Jess’ birthday, Thursday, 13 September 
2018. 

A PERFECT DAY
Congratulations Melanie Honnor & Justin 
Rose, who were married in Bombay, 
Auckland on 15 September 2018. Mel grew 
up at Papsda and her parents, Paul & Val 
Honnor, are part of our Papsda family. The 
day was absolutely beautiful, sunny and 
warm with no wind. Sharleen Honnor-
Mischefski and her children Laura & Cole 
were also in the bridal party. Many of the 
guests flew in from Australia, as that’s where 
Mel & Justin live. Leanne Davies was one of 
the wedding officiators which made it very 
special. 

DISTINCT ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to Louise Inglis on 
achieving Distinction for her ATCL Flute 
Recital exam! This is an associateship 
diploma level exam offered by the Trinity 
College of London. ATCL requires a 
standard of playing required for the end of 
the first year of a Performance Music Degree. 
LTCL is the next level up and requires a 
standard of playing equal to the third year 
of a performance music degree and FTCL is 
the top level at the standard of a Master’s 
Degree. Louise shares, “I’m ready to catch 
up on other areas of my life that have 
been put on hold while I worked towards 
ATCL and at this stage I’ve no intention 
of commencing preparation for the LTCL 
exam!” 

OFFICE HOURS The office will close for the Christmas/New Year break on Thursday, 20 
December 2018. January office hours will be 9:00am - 1:00pm (14 - 25 January 2019). Normal office hours will resume from Tuesday, 29 
January 2019. 8:30am – 3:30pm (Monday to Thursday) and 8:30am – 3:00pm (Friday) 

LOVE YOUR 
COMMUNITY?

BECOME A PAPSDA 
COMMUNITY PARTNER
Loving, serving and providing support 

for our local community does incur cost. 
Our Community Dining, for example, 

needs funds each week to pay for 
ingredients. If you’d like to become 
a Papsda Community Partner and 

contribute either weekly or whenever 
your budget allows, here are some of the 

ways you can contribute financially:

PHONE OR INTERNET 
BANKING 

Papsda’s bank account number is 12-
3028-0537532-00. Use your name and 

“Community” as the reference.

GIVING ENVELOPES 
You’ll find these in the seat pockets 

in the main auditorium. Please write 
clearly and mark your donation as 

“Papsda Community Partner”

PUSHPAY APP 
This is a free smart-phone app especially 

designed for giving. Search “Pushpay” 
on the Apple App Store or Google 

Play. Once downloaded, search for 
“Papsda”. The option you want for 

Papsda Community Partner is called 
“Service Projects Local” and you can give 

a donation as a one-off or a recurring 
payment. 

TALK TO US 
If you’d like to know more, talk to Karl 
Saifoloi (karl@papsda.co.nz or txt 021 

872 311); Brigitte Bagg (brigitte@papsda.
co.nz or txt 021 128 1780) or Richard 

Newson (richard@papsda.co.nz or txt 
021 562 607).

Donations of $5 or more may qualify for a 33% 
tax rebate from the Inland Revenue Department. 

For more information visit tiny.cc/g6bz0y 
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1 Dec NNZC Youth Rally (East Auckland) 
3:30pm

1 Dec Connections 12:30pm

1 Dec EPIC Family Adventure (at The 
Carter’s Farm) 6:30pm

2 Dec NNZC Soccer Tournament 
(Auckland)

5 Dec Friendship Group Xmas Party 
11:00am

7 Dec 360 Lit “Inside Out” 7:00pm 

8 Dec Prayer Gathering 10:35am

9 Dec 360 Banquet “Great Gatsby” 
6:00pm

18 Dec Term 4 Ends

20 Dec Christmas Community Dining 
6:00pm

22 Dec Prayer Gathering 10:35am

22 Dec Christmas Praise 11:00am

22 Dec Connections 12:30pm

8-11 Jan NZPUC Pathfinder Camporee

9-19 Jan Ten Days of Prayer (worldwide) 
tendaysofprayer.org

25-28 Jan Festival One (Mystery Creek, 
Waikato)

26 Jan Prayer Gathering 10:35am

26 Jan Connections 12:30pm

28 Jan Auckland Anniversary Day

1-2 Feb Worship Retreat

6 Feb Waitangi Day

9 Feb Praise Service 11:00am

7-10 Mar ADRA Coromandel Classic

16 Mar NNZC Youth Rally (Rotorua)

17 Mar NNZC Touch Tournament 
(Rotorua)

22-24 Mar IN.SYNC Papsda Camp (Tui Ridge)

LOOKING AHEAD

AN EPIC & JOYFUL YEAR
This year EPIC has gathered, we have shared and experienced 
JOY together. 

I want to honour and thank every EPIC volunteer for their 
commitment to our children and for living out God’s love by 
serving on the team this year! YOU have been such a blessing and 
YOU bring me much JOY!

Some of my personal highlights this year have been:

• Seeing our Sabbath morning environments grow, 

• Watching children step out of their comfort zone to share 
their own personal God-story,

• Working with volunteers who serve from the overflow of 
their hearts, 

• Praying with families during times of hardship, 

• Raising funds together through charity events to support 
mentoring of young people,

• Witnessing connections between families that have grown 
into valued friendships,

• Observing a willingness in young people to serve in areas 
they are passionate about; whether it be storytelling, 
babysitting etc. 

“Today I Choose Joy” was the theme of EPIC Church and it 
pretty much sums up our year. Children shared their personal 
experience of JOY and the atmosphere was absolutely JOYFUL! 
We learned:

ME  The JOY of the Lord is my strength.

HIM  We bring God JOY.

WE  We give thanks to God with JOY—for He is good.

US  JOY is best experienced TOGETHER.

Being part of EPIC has meant being part of something bigger 
than ourselves; no ego, awakened to the love God has for us and 
reciprocating His love by sharing it with others. WHAT A JOY THAT 
IS!

If you’re wondering where you could serve next year and how you 
can make a difference in someone’s life, come and talk to me! I 
promise you it will be JOYFUL!

BY FEE TAMANI

AWAKENED
BLESSING
CHILDREN
CHOOSE
CHURCH
COMMITMENT
CONNECTION
ENVIRONMENTS
EPIC

FAMILY
HONOUR
JOYFUL
MENTORING
OVERFLOW
PASSIONATE
PRAYING
PROMISE
SABBATH

SHARING
STRENGTH
SUPPORT
TEAM
THEME
TOGETHER
VOLUNTEER
YEAR

EPIC WORD-FINDER
Find words from Fee’s article and cross them off the list below. Locate 

the words in the grid below, running forwards or backwards horizontally, 
vertically, or diagonally. Once you’ve found them all, look for a key word 

that’s not in the list. Ask a grown-up to help you if you find it tricky.

What other word did you find in the puzzle that is not in the list above?

KEY WORD: 

Q E C M W Z V P S L U F Y O J G
V N N N S D R A W R O F N V E O
D R X V R F B S N A O L E E B A
I O K R I B T S F W M I R R I L
G N I Y A R P I M A E T D F H S
H D E T E R O O G K N Y L L O V
C A H N P C O N N E C T I O N S
R D G R E C G A M N W O H W O X
U T V O L U N T E E R G C H U G
H R A C A N I E N D N E F Q R X
C O I H W M S M T I C T O H H Y
L P R O M I S E O T D H S U L D
E P H O V A E H R V G E Y I T P
P U C S O L L T I E W R M P V W
N S S E N E B G N I R A H S A G
X B N Q N I R Q G J F G R L R M


